17th Century State Building in Eastern and Western Europe Themes 
· In central and eastern Europe during the later middle ages (1300+) the peasants were restricted in what they could do by the nobility following the Black Death. This was contrary to what happened in western Europe as the need for labor gave the peasants a bargaining point. 

· The nobles wished to ‘own’ more peasants so they could increase the productivity of their own estates. They did this by tying the peasants to their (the nobles) land and removing their right to mobility. 

· In addition, western and eastern Europe were often at war so monarchs were able to enact ‘emergency war measures’ to increase their power.

· In an effort to strengthen Austria, the Hapsburg emperors turned their attention inward, leading to the Battle of White Mountain in 1618 where the Austrians crushed the Protestant Bohemian nobles.

· Prussia was able to rise to power from being a simple electorate (they elected the HRE Emperor) because the 30YW devastated the landed nobility allowing Frederick, Elector of Brandenburg, to increase his power along absolutist lines.

· The Prussian landed nobility (Junkers) resisted Frederick’s attempts to increase power by resisting against his calls to levy taxes. Frederick simply ignored their demands and instituted his own taxes.

· From 1713-1740 the son of Frederick, Frederick William I completely reformed the Prussian army, making it the 4th largest (as of 1740) and best trained in Europe despite the small size and limited resources of Prussia. 

· Despite Frederick I successes, he was an absolutist monarch and repressed the peasants, by now basically serfs, heavily. Prussia also was highly stratified and some called it the ‘Sparta of the North’.

· Russia emerged from the Middle Ages quite unified due to the Mongol Invaisions. The Mongols used the Russian princes as tax collectors, and didn’t care if they went to war with each other. The princes of Moscow eventually became the dominant power and successfully revolted against the Mongols.

· Russia only took stepts toward being an absolutist state under Ivan IV ‘The Terrible’. Russian absolutism would come later under Peter the Great. Prior to that the Princes of Moscow needed the support of the nobility and the Russian Orthodox Church to rule. The borders of Russia roughly corresponded to the area of influence of the Orthodox Church as the church fostered a sense of nationalism as at that time the Orthodox Church believed they were the true church and Catholicism/Protestants were heretics.
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